


AREPLYTOPROFESSIONALJOURNALISTS.

Ivebeenasked,whydoInotwritemorelikeajournalist?Thatis,asa

fairandunbiasedprofessional;whydon'tIjustputforththefactsofa

question,anissue,asubject,anduselinkstoprofessionalagencies,

organisationsetctosupportmywriting?*It'safairenoughquestion.

But,wouldthatmakemeaprofessionaljournalist?IfsocietysaysthatI

mustbeaprofessional,mustholdapieceofpaper,inordertoexpress

myopinion,thennotonlyisourhistoryguidedbyunprofessional

opinionsbutwithoutthemwewouldhaveverylittleworthwhile

literatureavailabletoustobuildupon.Ifthisisnowhowwewishto

buildourfuturesocieties,whereonlythosewiththerightcredentials

arepermittedtoparticipate;thenthisispreciselythesortofsocietythat

Iwishtodoawaywith.

•••¥•••

Isuppose,firstly,Iamnotanunbiasedprofessional.ItrytobefairandI

trytoputthefactsforwardonanyissueImayfeelIneedtowriteon-

butIamnotunbiased.

AprofessionaljounalistontheABCisalwaysharpingonthatsheisa

'professional',unbiasedandfair&thatisthejob-herjob!-shealso

likestocontinuallyrepeatthatthatbeingherjob,andbeing

professional,unbiasedandfairmeansthatshegetstoaskthehard

questionsandtodemandtheanswers!ThisisnodifferentthanPeter

Dutton'sassertionthat"onlythosevotedintoparliamenthavearightto

anopinion."Doyoumeantosaythatonlythosewithprofessional

qualificationshavearighttoaskhardquestions?Or,perhaps,that

withoutthesequalificationsitisnotnecessaryforthequestionstobe

answered?Eitherway,Idisagree.Imustalsosay,thatwhenthis

professionaljournalististalkingaboutherbeautifuldaughtersandher

rabidrightwingfeminismsheshowsextremepredudiceandshuts

downanyonewithwhomshedisagrees.This,apartfrombetrayingher

beliefinpoliticalcorrectness,andtherefore,herassertionthatfree

speechisokayforsomebutnotforothers,itsaystomethatImust

assumethatthereissomejournalism,somestories,somenews,some

causes,thatitsokaytobebiasedaboutandsomethatbiasisnotfairin...?



Onthesurfaceofititdoesn'tappearthatitsthereforenecessarytobe

professionalatalltimesSheisalsothejournalistwhoposedthe

question,orisitusedthephrase,that"itscertainlyfrighteningtobe

challengedonwhatyoupreach"towhichthiswebsite,andeverything

elseIwrite,asks...Why?

SowhileItrytogiveananswertomyopeningparagraph-askedmeof

aprofessionaljournalist,whichshowsmethat,atleastattimes,theyare

preparedtolistentobiasedpassion-whethertheyshouldornotis

anotherquestion-anditshowsmetoo,thatmytimeisnotcompletely

wasted.Notcompletely.Notyet.

Itsbeensaidtome,thatifIwastowritemorelikeaprofessional

journalistandtobelessbiasedandfairer,andtociteprofessional

references,thenperhaps,possibly,Icouldearnalivingfrommywriting

-thatis,takecashformythoughts;nowwouldn'tthatbeawonderful

thing!However,sinceIhave'obviouspassion'whichtaintsmyability

andmydesiretobefair,andhavinganupbringingandafaith-callita

religionifyoulike-thatisdirectlyopposedtosuchstatementsas'that

one'smoralcompassmustpointtotheeconomyandnottohumanity'

andtosuchnotionsthatitshouldbe'frighteningtobechallengedon

whatonepreaches',thatnotonlyshoulditbeobviousthatIamnota

professionaljournalist,butthatsinceIhaveapassionatebeliefthatitis

adutytowrenchthemoralcompassesoutofthehandsofthosewho

wouldforceittopointinthedirectionofeconomyattheexpenseof

humanity...ThatIamalsounabletomakemylivingfromdoingwhatis

afterall,only,asIseeit,mymoraldutytomycommunity.

Notmuchofanapologytoprofessionaljournos,isit?Buttobefair,I'd

ratherbeinpossessionofamoralcompasslikeWilliamHone,George

SteerorOsmarWhite'sthanAndrewBolt'sorAlanJones'andhavethe

freedomtoexerciseitinaccordancewithmysocialconscience.

Thewebsite'scalled'PrincipleImposture,or,ThePrinciplesof

Imposture'-asyoulikeit.Itriedtoget'TarandFeathers',butthatisof

course,anamethatisupforperpetualsaleandassuchisofnouse

whatsoevertoanyoneforwhomhumanitymustoverrideeconomy,and

whosemainpurposeistolaytarandfeathersacrossthoseforwhom

hypocrisycanbeaguidinglightoffairness,andthereforealsoa



supposedlygoodqualitywithwhichtolevenfreespeech.IfIcould

believethat,thenperhapsIcouldbecomeaprofessionaljournalist.

I'mofcoursetiedhere,inthatwhatIshoulddoistolinkthisdiatribeto

theprofessionaljournalistwhohasposedthequestionsthatIam

seekingtoanswer.Ibelieveitwouldbebothfairer,andmoreproper,if

Ididso-thoughastheemailwasheaded'InConfidence',andthatin

itselfshowsawillingnesstoputtrustinme,Isupposethatcouldbe

consideredtobeunprofessionalthingtodo.Formehowever,itwould

merelybeunconscionable,andmyconsciencefaroutweighsany

pretenceImayhavetotheappearanceofprofessionality.ThoughImust

befairandthankyouprofessionalsinfeedingmesomuchammo,&

becauseIdoassumethatyouareprofessional,Imustalsoassumethat

youcheckyourfacts-afterall,asyousay,youmakeyourlivingsfromit.

I,ammorethancontentjusttoprovideobviouslybiasedpassionate

observationandcommentary.

Offenceissomethingmoreeasilytakenthangiven,andasa

professionaljournalistIwouldhavethoughtthatthatwasasplainto

youasitistome.Idon'tbelievethatthetakingorgivingofoffencehas

anybearingonprofessionalismandnordoIbelievethatIhavea

responsibilitynottooffend.IhavearesponsibilitytoensurethatIam

notahypocrite.Myonlyprofessionthesedaysisthatofanobserverand

Ihavenorestrictionsoncommentingonmyobservations.ShouldI?

Therulesthatyousayyouareobligedtoadheretoareperhapsdueto

thefactthatyoumakeyourlivingfromyourjournalismandmay

thereforefeelboundtotheguidelinessetbyyoureditororemployer.

MyemployerismyconscienceandI'mboundbytheguidelinesitsets...

Whereisthedifference?I'dmuchprefertobewritingbeautifulthings

thatmakepeoplelaughthan'attempting-asyousay-tobethesocial

conscienceofAustralia'butmybiasedpassionateconsciencetellsme

thatthelastthingAustralianeedsinthepresentpolitico-moral

environmentismorenonsensei.e,beautifulstoriesthatmakeothers

laughfalselyinordertodeflectrealities.Australiaisnotaplace

conducivetolaughteratthepresenttime.

Ifthiscomplacentlyfrightenedandpoliticallyconfusedsocietyofours

hadn'tseenfittounleashFascismthroughthepettybigotryoftheLNP-



whoasyouadmithave'severedthebrakecablesandenabledit[fascism]

tocareenfulltiltintoour[my]country'thenperhapsIwouldbemaking

amintoutofbeautifulnonsensethatmakespeoplelaugh,insteadof

askingirreverenthardquestionslike,Whyisitso?Idon'tbytheway,

seewhyprofessionaljournosneedtohidetheirvaluesandtheir

principlesandtheirpassions'tobefair',anymorethantheordinary

maninthestreetneedsto.Ifthatisso,thenIamdoingagoodjobat

whateveritisthatIamdoing!AndasIsaidbefore,Ithinkthatitwould

befairertobothyou,asaprofessionaljournalist,andme,asa

conscionableAustralian,ifthiswasamoreopendiscourseandthatI

wasn'trestrainedbyanoldfashionedsenseofhonour.Weareafterall

engagedonthesameside,inawar.

I'llcontinuetoreadyourarticlesandtotakeanyammunitionyou

provide,andtouseitasIwill-sayingthat,nomatterhowprofessional

youmaintainthatyouare,youareneitherunbiasednordispassionate,

farfromotinfact,butIdothinkthatyouarefair.Atleastfairenough...

But,isn'tthistheproblemthatweofthe'left'have,thatinsteadof

recognisingtheindividualstrengthsthateachofuscanbringtobearon

amutuallydangerousenemywespendallthistimeandenergyin

collusionwiththeRightindrillingholesinourownboat.

ThankyouforadmittingtoreadingmywebsiteandIreallydo

appreciatethefeedbackandyourtruethoughts.Andasyourightlysay,

"criticismisatleastbetterthansilence."

"Andevenifyouofferedmeaplaceinthegreatedifaceofthesystem,I

wouldratherbethekindofthinkerwhojustsitsonabranch."-Soren

Kierkegaard.ThoughIreservemyrighttopokeatthingswithmyold

woodenstick.
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*InreplytoanemailIreceivedfromaprofessionaljournalistregarding

myessay'LittleGnomesStayinTheirHomes'.


