


TheDebatingClubDefined(2)

(AcontinuationofAPoorlyDefinedDebatingClub)

Asitappearstome,whilethisgameofpointsworksverywellforthe

DebatingClubmembership,especiallyastherearesomanyprivileges

assumedbythemembersthoughtheyarenotexpresslygivenbythe

masssubjectedtothisClubofNeoLiberallydefineddebate;thatshould

thecodeofDemocraticSecrecybebroken,andknowledgeofthese

redefinitionsgetouttothepublic..andifthispublic,usmass,havenot

acceptedcompletelythenecessityoftheprocessandallthe

redefinitionsassociatedwithit,thenweareinamassoftrouble.Amass

ofdiscontent.Becausenomatterhowtheconclusionofthedebatesare

comebytheyarenevercompletelyacceptedbythedissentersnomatter

whotheyare-weonlyhavetoopenourwindowstoseeandhearthe

truthinthis-soperhapsbymakingtheprocessbetter,andless

secretive,thenthedissenterswillbejustthatlittlebitmoresatisfied

withtheendresult.

ThisreallyistheproblemofDemocracy;howtoensurethatthe

dissentersremainonlydissentersandarenotforcedintoapositionof

revolution.Secrecymakenoonehappyunlessofcoursethatitbecomes

endlesssecrecy.Secrecyisalwaystaintedwithdeceitanddishonesty

anddeceitanddishonestyarelikespiderwebsofrazorwire-theydoa

wonderfuljobofholdingthingsinandkeepingthingsoutbutarehell

whenonefindsthembehindyouinretreat.Sothere,thereshouldbeno

retreat.Andfrommywayofthinkingandwiththeoldsayingthat

'retreatmaybethebetterpartofvalour'-whichImaysay,Idonot

believe-retreatshouldnotbeapartoftheprocessofaproperly

designedDebatingClub.Ifthedesignisrightanditoperatesongood

moralprinciples(integrity,honourandsincerity))thenitshouldnotbe

impossibletosubstituteconciliationandcooperationfordishonourable

retreat.Andaswestillhavephraseslike,'forthegreatergood','inour

bestinterests'..and,asthecurrentKingofAustralialikessomuchto

shoutout,'afairgoforall',wewon'thavetochangeanyoftheplacards

thatourprogressive,inclusivehumanityliketonailuponsuch

expensiveandbeautifulbuildingslikethosethatusuallyhousethese



DebatingClubs.Asyoucanseethingsbeginstocostlessoncewedecide

toreverttoolderdefinitions.

Ifwebegintoredefinetheprinciplesbehindthepurposeofthe

DebatingClub..andthisisnotdifficulttodoastheyarethedefinitions

usedforgoodprinciplesformanymanycenturiesthroughMan's

progressionthroughacontinuouslyacquiredlineofknowledge,infact

wewillonlyhavetowipeouttheredefinitionoftheseidealscorrupted

byLiberalismandNeo-liberalismoverthepast250years.Andoncewe

cangetbacktotheageoldaccepteddefinitionswetoo,cangetbackon

theroadofprogress-wecanrejointhelineofTime.Ofcourse,wewill

alsohavetoacceptthatthesecrecyofthedebatesandtheseclusionof

theClubforourowngood,isinfactanythingbutforourowngood.

AndthenasIbelieve-ifwearegoingtousetheIdealofDemocracy-

thattheveryfirstthingthatwe,usthepeople,themassmustdoisto

chooseourrepresentativesfromwithinthecommunitythattheyare

goingtorepresent*.Thissimpleexpedientwillsolvealmostallthe

problemsthathavebeenassociatedwithLiberalandnow,NeoLiberal

Demockracy.

Ah,yousay,butwhatifwedon'thaveanyonewhobelongstoour

communitywhomtherestofthecommunityfeelsisuptothejobofa

representativetoaParliament?(AParliament,becausewecansoon

begintoseethatoncethemembershipoftheClubbeginstodivestitself

ofexclusivenessandpresumedprivilegeitstopsbecomingamereClub).

WhatIsay?Youhavenoonewhoknowstheinterestsofthecommunity

ofwhichtheybelong?Thenyourcommunityrequiresanadjustment,

butstillitwillbesomeonefromwithinyourcommunitywhowill

alwaysbebestsuitedtotheprotectionofthespecialvaluesandneedsof

yourcommunity-andnotarepresentativewhoisappointedfrom

outside.Infact,intheConstitutionoftheCollectiveofCommunitiesit

shouldbestipulatedthatyourrepresentativemustbeoneofyou...It

shouldbeoneofaveryfewrulesofthecollective.Onlyoneofyoucan

representyou.Youwillchoosethembywhatevermethodyour

communitydecidesandofcourse,thecommunityshouldbeableto

replaceitsrepresentativeatanytimeitfeelsisnecessary,andthe

representative,ifatanytimetheyfeelthattheyarenotuptoa



particulardebate,thentheytooshouldbeabletogobacktothe

communityandbereplaced(infacttheyshouldhavenootherchoice)-

nocommunity,ortheindividualsthatmakethatcommunity,shouldbe

disadvantagedforanyreasonintheprocessofdebate-thecollective

willwait.Wemusttrustandhavecompleteconfidenceinboththe

processandtherepresentativewesendtoparticipateintheprocess.

TheParliamentisopentoviewatalltimes.Theprocessistransparent..

thereisnosecrecy...Andthereisneverarush.

Secrecy,andalltheexcusesputforwardforit,includingrush,create

fertilegroundfortheusurpingofpowerandprivilegebyaParliament

andtheyturnaParliamentbackintoaClub.Secrecyenshrinesthe

beliefinrepresentativesthat,forsomereason,theyaretheonly

qualifiedpeopletodebateissuesonbehalfofthemassofmenthatare

communities.

Andanotherthingforconsideration;thataParliamentshouldonlybe

convenedwhenthereisactuallysomethingtodebate.Whatisthe

reasontohaveabunchofpeoplesittingaroundpretendingtobe

workingforthegreatercollectivegoodwhenthereisnothingthatis

requiredbythisgreatercollectivetomakelivingbetter?When

somethingcomesup,thenwecanconveneaParliamenttohashitout.A

Parliamentshoulddisbandonceadebatehashadresolution.Thereis

nocostinthis...Onceagainthecostcomesonlyintheassumptionthat

onesetofmenarethebestmentoresolvealltheconflictsthatmust

arisewithinacollectiveofcommunities.Lazinesswhichdevolvesinto

complacencyonbehalfofacommunityitisthejobofeachindividual

communitytosolve..andtoprevent.ButIsay,thatwhenthe

Parliamentisopentotheviewofallofthoseforwhomtheissueathand

isunderdiscussion,whenthepeoplecanobservetheirinterestsbeing

takencareofandwhenthemembersofeachcommunitydesiretolive

inpeacewitheachotheranddesirethatsamepeaceamongstthe

collective..thentherewillbepeace.Andthedissenterswithineach

community,thoughtheymaynotbecompletelyhappyorcontentwith

theresolution,willnotfeelunfairlytreated.

Andthis,afterall,isthejobofaParliament-Toensurethatnoonefeels

unfairlytreated.Thattheyhavehadrepresentationonanequaland



equitablebasis,andthatthoughtheymaynotbeentirelyhappywith

theresulttheycanbeentirelysurethatthecollectiveofrepresentatives

hasoperatedunderthebestandfairestprocess.Theyhavewatched

withtheirowneyes,haveheardwiththeirownears,havemoderated

withthecollectionoftheirownreasoningsandhavefeltwiththeirown

hearts.Theyhaveobserved.Theyhaveparticipated.

Thatisthekeypoint;Democracyisaboutthepeople,andwherethere

mustbepolicingdoneitisthepeoplewhoshoulddoitandnotthe

membershipofaDebatingClubandmostdefinitelynottheDebating

Clubinitself.

*Thetwostipulationsformembershipoftheclubbeing;thatthe

representativecomefromtheircommunityandthatthedebatesare

openandfullytransparenttoallmembersofthecommunitieswho

havearepresentativetoit.InfacttheClubwillbeopentobeviewedby

allcommunitiesregardlessofwhethertheychoosetosenda

representativeornot.Educationandexamplewillbetheagentsof

changeandthisiseasiernow,atthepresenttimeinMan'shistory,than

atanytimethroughourpast.

"Weareallheldinasinglehonour...Amandiesstillifhehasdone

nothing,asonewhohasdonemuch."-Achilles,fromHomer'sIliad.
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