


RebellionbyNon-Participation,orwhycan'tthemonkey

haveaknife?

Imaintainthatthereisnosuchthingasbeneficialpoliticalnon-participation.

Politicalnon-participationleadstoasocietyliketheU.S.A.HereI'mtalkingabout

notvotingbecauseitisnotcompulsorytovote-toparticipate.Thisnon-

participationanditsexcuse-thatonedoesn'twanttosupportasystemthatthey

don'tagreewith,isinfact,anactofparticipationinsupportoftheverysystem

oneisattemptingnottoparticipatein.Thereisanoldsaying,'thatsinsof

omissioncarrythesameweightassinsofcommission'.

Ifyouarefortunateenoughtobegivenanopportunitytovote,thenyoushould

vote.The U.S.A,with itsnon compulsory voting system,isa society of

complainerswithnotruerighttocomplain,asocietywhereasignificantpartof

thepopulation,throughnon-participation,allowaminoritytoguidetheirlivesas

thatactive,participatorypartofthepopulationseesfit.Innearly3centuriesof

theoreticaldemocracythereisnotimewhennonparticipationinthedemocratic

processhasproducedabenefittothenationasawhole.Yes,it'strue,theSystem

isrigged.Yes,theSystem isunfairandunequitabledespiteitsfamousfounding

documents,andtherighttovote,toparticipate,whileguaranteedbyitsBillof

RightsandConstitutionisalsonotabletobeenforcedbytheverysameBillof

RightsandConstitution.Thisisgoodanditisnoble.Thecountryanditspeople

arenot.

Thisisnottosaythattherearen'tsomegoodandnoblepeopleintheUSAwho

choosenottoparticipate..thereareinfactverymany,andit'snottosaythat

theyareneithergoodnornoblebecauseoftheirnon-participation...But,the

effectoftheirnon-participationmakesitappearthattherearemanymorepeople

intheUSAforwhom thevirtuesofgoodnessandnobilitymeansverylittle.If

thesenon-participantswhoaregoodandnoble,chosetoparticipateintheSystem

thenperhapstheUSAwouldbeagoodandnoblecountry.Perhapsitwould

appearverymuxhworsetotheoutsideworld-whoknows?HowcanIsaythis?I

cansaythisthroughmyknowledgeofthepoliticalSystem intheUSAand

throughmyknowledgeofDemocracyasputforthintheConstitutionoftheUSA.I



usethisexamplebecausetheUSAwasthefirstcountrytoenshrineDemocracy

withinaconstitutionanditmustliveordieasaDemocracythroughthe

participationofit'speople.

WhatifwewishtochangeaSystem-apoliticalSystem,forinstance?Let'ssaywe

do,andforargumentssake..let'ssaythatweliveinaLandandthisLandhasa

politicalSystem thatisimprisoningchildrenonfaroffislands,let'ssaythatthis

politicalSystem pretendstobeademocracy,andthereforeisimprisoningthese

childrenonfaroffislandsinOurNameandforOurGreaterGood.Let'ssay,that

wesaywedon'tlikethis.Let'ssay,thatwewantthisnottobeso...Thatwedesire

tostopit.ThatwedesiretheSystemofourLand,thatpretendstooperateinour

name,forourgood,toactuallyoperateinournameandtherefore,forourown

collectivegood.Thereasonitoperatessoisbecauseitsaysitdoesanditsaysthat

wehavearighttoparticipateintheprocess..therefore,itoperatesinourname

whetherweparticipateornot.

AndwhatiftheSystemoftheLandappearsnottoooerateaswebelieveitshould?

Whatistherethatwecandoaboutthis?Canwechangethis?Thislandwelivein

saysthatitisademocracyandthatthereforeeverybodyinthelandcanraise

theirhandandbecounted.Notjustasabeing,butasaweaponofchange.Let's

saythateveryhandcanholdaknifeand,whilewereatit,let'ssaythatevery

beinghasthesamerighttoholdthatknifeandhasthesamerightoftheuseof

theknife..regardlessofwhethertheirusesoftheknifedifferinrespecttoeach

othersuse.Let'sjustsay...

Ofcourse,aknifeinthecurrentpoliticalclimate-wherefearisallowedtofeed

oncomplacencytothenarrowbenefitofaminority-ispossiblyabadchoiceof

tooltobeholdingupandwavingabout,butitistheanalogyofchoiceformy

currentantagonist.Itisaverypersonaltool,aknife,andIthinkthatitsuse,

metaphorically,iswelladaptedtotheactualthing,theactualweapon,weare

attemptingto-butnot-havingadiscussionabout.Mychoiceofmetaphorwould

beavote..butforsomereasonthisisseenasamoredangerousactualtoolthan

aknife.Avoteisseenasamuchdirtierweapon,amuchmoredangeroustoolin

thehandsofonenottrainedinitsuse,amuchmorecorrupttool;soIwill

attempttomakemypointbyusingthisknifeinsteadofmymorepeaceful

weaponofavote.Ithasbeendonebeforeofcourse,JonathanSwiftcomesto



mindasafamousthinkerandwriterwhousedthesamemetaphor,oftheknife

forthevote.It'sapitywedon'treadsomeoftheseoldclassicsanymorebecauseif

wedidthen ourjudgementsofmetaphoricalpowersofpersuasion would

perhapshavemorebalance.Butwedon't..andwethereforehavetocoverthe

sameoldgroundrunningaboutwithknivesinourhands-likeinthedaysofold-

insteadofvotes.

Iwonderwhetheritisbecausethetool,theweaponcalledavote,isseenasan

acceptabletoolbytheSystem?

IhavepreviouslywrittenontheControlGeneration*,butI'dnotthoughtabout

whathappenswhenthemembersofthatgenerationchoosetooptoutandnotto

exercisetheirpowerwithinthiscontrolgroup.Thisisafaultinmytheory,or

rathermyproposal,andI'm gladitsbeenbroughttomyattentionasit'savery

importantconsideration.I'm notsurethatitactuallychangesmytheorybutit

undoubtedlyaltersthecomposition,andthereforethebalance,ofthisControl

Generation.

WhatdoesitmatteriftheControlGenerationisnolongerrepresentativeofall

thePeopleoftheLand?TotheSystem oftheLanditisirrelevant.TheControl

Generationstillwieldsallthepowerwithintheland..it'sjustthatnow,the

ControlGenerationhasaanarrowerbase-therearelesspeopleparticipatingin

it.Perhapstheonlygreatchangeisthatitnolongerhasatruerighttobecalleda

generation.NowitwouldmorecorrectlybecalledaControlGroup.IntheSystem

oftheLand,itspowerremains.Itisstillthepowerthateffectschange.Evenif

70% ofthepeopleofthelandchoosetooptout,theControlGroupisstillthe

effectivepower.Ihavetakenthefigureof70% atrandom anditisperhaps

extremebutimhopingthat,init'sextremity,itwillaidinmytheoreticalexample

...Becauseitisapleaforhelpanditisapleaforpeaceandforchangethrough

thevote..andnotthroughtheknife.

Ofcourse,backinthedaysofoldthelastthingthattheControlGroupwould

wantwouldbetohave70%ofthePeopleoftheLandoutsidetheControlGroup

runningaboutwavingknivesintheirhands.It'swhathappened-tousesome

recenthistorys-intheAmericanColoniesinthe1770s,Francein1789,The

SpanishColonialEmpireintheearly1800sandApartheidSouthAfricain1985,as



Isaid,tonameafew...Therearemorerecentexamples.Andit'struetosaythat

inalmostallthesecasestheinitialhopeandgoalsofchangewereeventually

beatenbackbyreaction,byreactionandbyfearandbycomplacency.Thatis

anotherpoint,notpartofthisessaythoughmanywilluseisasanexcusetocloud

mypoint.Mypointofcoursebeingthat;ifyourLandgivesyoutheopportunityto

votethenyoushouldexercisethatweaponofpower.

Yes,reactionandfeararestrongforces,andinalmostallofourdemocraciesitis

supportedbytheSystem oftheLandputintoplacebytheinitialrebellion,

againstnon-participation,ofthosewithnobetterway-noopening-toexercise

theirrealpower,thanbytherunningaboutwavingknives.TheSystemsofthe

Landhaveusedtheirclevernessinlaw,intricks,topreventthenewSystemsof

theLandbeingoverrunbyexactlythatwhichproducedtheSystem oftheLand

thatlikestobecalledDemocracy.

Therearemanythingsthatnon-participationcanhaveagreateffectupon-one

couldnotparticipateinthedrinkingofcoke,notparticipateintheusingofbanks,

notparticipateindrivingcars,burningwood,eatingstrawberriesorgoingtothe

beachorchurchetc.Allofthesebringchange.But,aSystemoftheLanddoesn't

careifyoudon'tparticipate,whetheritallowsyoutoornot-itholdsPower-it

holdsyourgunsandyourgold,anditholdsthepowertoenforcewhatitdeemsto

betheLawsoftheLand,becausetheSystem makesthoselaws-rightorwrong,

goodorbad-anditmakesthem,yes,sometimeswithtricks,withonlythosewho

choosetoparticipate.ThelawstheSystem oftheLandmakesaremadeby

participantsfornon-participants.

ASystemoftheLandholdsthepowertocoerce-toforce.Itcouldmakeyouuse

banks,forinstance,itcouldmakeyoudrinkcokeorgotochurch..iftheSystem

reallychoosesto,Itcanimprisonlittlechildrenonfaroffislands.

ASystem oftheLandcanpunishyou.Andifit'saSystem thatprofessestodo

thingsinyourname-asystem thatweliketothinkofasdemocratic...Then,it

candothesethingsinyourname,onyourbehalf..foryourowngood,astheysay.

Whetheryoulikeitornot!

ASystem oftheLandthatactsinyourname,intheory,shouldalsogiveyoua



powerinthedecisionsenactedbythisSystem-itgivesyoutheoreticalpowerin

participation.Itdoesnotcareifyoudonotparticipate...Itwillactinyourname

regardless.

WhenaSystemhasbeensetupinyourname,whenitpurportstodothings,not

onlyinyourname,butinyourbestinterests,andwhenitsaystoyouthatyou

havetherighttoalterthesethingsthatitisdoing-admittedlywithallthedeceit,

obfuscationandinequitiesofthosewhomanagetheSystem foryou..allthe

humangreenandpettyselfinterestinherentandobviouslyobservableonshow-

thenyourparticipationinthealterationof,inthechangingoftheSystemshould

beseenasaduty.Ifyouaretold,ifyoubelievethatyouhavearight..thenyou

haveaduty.

Don'tlettheSystem tellyouthatyoucan'tchangeanythingonyourown,by

yourself.It'struethatwhenthereisonlyoneknifewavingaboutintheairthe

System doesn'tneedtotakemuchnotice.Butoneknifewavingaboutintheair

maycauseotherhandstostartwavingtheirs-andwhenthereareenoughhands

waving,theSystemwilltakenotice.Ithasnochoice.

Andifitdoesn't?Ifitdoesn'tthenitwillbeapparenttoallthattheSystemisnot

behavinglikeitsaysitis-likeitsaysitshould.Andwhenit'soverwhelmingly

apparentthattheSystemisnotbehavingasitsaysitshould,asitmust,thatitis

notactingacceptablyinyourinterests,thatitistakingyournameinvain...Then

youhaveamoralrighttoditchthesystem.It'saduty.

Ah,anotherdirtyword,duty-likehonour,oldfashionedandpressumedlytoo

fluidforthemodern,neoliberalage.Itexistshowever,justliketruthregardless

ofhowonewishestomanipulatetheideal,andwhenyouexpectitfrom others

thenperhapsyouoweittothemtoo.

Whatotherwayareyougoingtoalterthesystem..domorethanjustwaveyour

knives?
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