


TheControlGeneration.

Ioftenusethistermwhenspeakingandwriting-generallytothoseyoungerthan

me*-soIsupposeIshouldmaketheattemptatexplainingjustwhatitisthatI

meanbyControlGeneration.

Bythisterm Imean,thegenerationthathaswithinitthemostdescretionary

power,themostpowertoalter,tochangeanddirectinaDemocraticSociety.This

groupofpeople-myControlGeneration-hasallthenaturalpowerinanysociety

andhasalwayshadthispowerinallsocietiesthroughouthistoryandIreferto

thisgroupasagenerationbecausetheyareaclearlydefinablegroup,orset,

withinasocietythoughitisamulti-generationalset.AndasIam concerned

aboutDemocracyIwilltrytoconfinemyexplanationtothepoliticalsystemsthat

liketorefertothemselvesasdemocratic-eventhoughitisobviousthatmanyof

themarenot.

ThisControlGenerationarethosewhomakeupthemajorityofvoters.Thoseof

votingage.Ourmodernworldsays,orrather,putsartificiallimitsonthisvoting

age.HereinAustraliathereiscurrentlysomedebateastowhetherthisvoting

ageshouldbelowered&andthisdiscussionhasbeenthepromptforthisessay.

ThecurrentvotingagehereisinAustraliais18yearsuntildeath.Myassertionis,

however,thatevennow,theControlGenerationisthatfromthelowerlimitto60

yearsofage.

Why?Thefirstpartofmyanswershouldbeobviousinthatthoseunder18years

ofagedon'tgetanysayintheirfuturesnorinthecurrentmanagementofan

Earththattheymustinherit.Thisjobisdonebytheireldersandissupposedtobe

exercisedwiththeirfutureinmind.Sofarsogood...

Myplacingoftheupperageat60yearsharksbacktothetimebeforeDemocracy

andScienceremovedthenaturalprocessesoftheevolutionaryselectionofvoters

-whensickness,infirmityandageputlimitationsonman.IsayhereDemocracy

becauseevenwithoutourprogressinscienceandtechnology,DemocraticTheory

saysthateveryonegetsasayintheprocess.Everyoneofcourse,doesn'tinclude

thosenotyetofvotingage-thosethatarenotyetjudgedtohavesufficient



controlovertheiremotionsnortohavesufficientknowledgeoftheworkingsof

man-tobeabletoresponsiblyexerciseacontroloverthosethatarejudgedto

havethisemotionalcontrol,knowledgeandresponsibility.

Sowehavethisgroup-myControlGeneration-whoonmassexercisethemost

controloverthevotingprocess.Theycanbringthemostweightintothedecision

process.They,infact,bothmakeandbreakdemocracy.Theirvotescanbe

consideredtobemorevaluable,tobebought,andsold,formore.Theydon't

alwaysrealisethis,butinthesocalleddemocraciestheyaretheonestowhom

the'pitchoflife'is,andshouldbemade.Ofcoursethisisn'talwaysthewaythe

electedrepresentativesapproachthegame..thelessthedemocracyisatrue

democracythelessconsiderationtheControlGenerationneedstobegiven-in

realitythepowerbrokersplayonegenerationoffagainsttheother.InAustralia's

formofdemockracy,inthisearlypartofthe21stCentury,onlyasmallpart,and

usuallythoseatthehigheragedendoftheControlGenerationreallygetthepitch,

theconsideration,becausetheyoungeroneshavelosttheabilitytothinkfurther

aheadthantheirelderswantthem toandbecausetechnologyhasgiventhem a

sensethattheirselfisbestservicedbyignoranceandinaction.Also,gradually

overthepastdecadeortwotheeldergenerationshaveseenfittodevaluethe

educationsystemandremoveanything-thatintheirview-couldspoiltheview

oflife.Theignoranceofthefirstgenerationofthisnewmillenniahasbeenaided

bythehiddenguiltofthelastgenerationsoftheSecondEnlightenment-thelate

20thC.

Thoseovertheageof60-AndIhear,'thereisaheapofustoo!'and,Yesthereare

-butmanyofthisover60agegrouparenolongerreallyinterestedintheprocess.

Anditistheprocessthatistheimportantthing.Theworldthattheyhavebuilt

onlyneedstolastthemtiltheirtimeisout-theirdeath.Theoldsaying,thatyou

can'ttakeitwithyou,isatworkhere.TheFutureoftheEarthnolongerconcerns

themaslongasitlasts-asitis-fortheirtime.ThefutureoftheEarthmeansthe

futureoftheirEarth.Theyaremuchmoreinterestedinmaintainingthestatus

quo,andtheywillonlyreallypulltogetherandthrow theirweightintothe

electionprocesswhenthedesiresofyouthareseenasathreattothisstatusquo-

especiallyiftheyfindthemselvesinapositionthattheyjudgetobegood,for

them,now.Historicallythisover60agegroupdoeverythingintheirpowerto



curtailthepowerofthoseintheprimeoftheirlives-youth.Thisisnaturalwhen

thepoliticalsystem onlyplaceshumanvalueonthenow.Butthesituationis

unnatural.It'sanartificialsituationandit'sunjust.Ontopofthis,theyareweary

ofdebate&theirvisionisbynecessitynarrowed.Theydon'twanttoknowofthe

problemsfacingtheWorld,theydon'twanttoberemindedofthefailures,missed

opportunitiesandbrokenpromisesoftheiryouth-theirfortuneswereenabled

bythesemissedopportunitiesandtheirfailureswereonlyfailuresifthefutureis

seentobefurtherawaythantheirpersonalfutures-that'sforyouth,anditno

longerconcernsthem.Theywanttobeleftalonewiththeirtemporalfortunes,

facingthesunsetwiththewarmthofthesunintheireyes.Theirmotivationis

lowandasI'vesaid,theirvisionisnarrow.

Sonowtheyoungheadsarenoddingandsomeoftheoldheadshaveatleastsat

upandbeguntoseewhereitisthatIamgoing...Again.

Intimesofold,timeswhenhumanswerestillapartoftheEarth'sevolutionary

process,beforewehadrisenupandbecomegodsandalteredthenaturalscheme

ofthings.Notjustthroughourburningandwastingoftheland,butthroughour

technologicaladvancesinsciencewhichhaveenabledthosehumanswhowere

oncesickandorold,whowouldhavediedthroughtheprocessofnature,tolive

forlongerandlonger.Andthroughthesesamesocalledadvances,wenowbring

tolifemanysickandunhealthyhumanswhoalsowouldhavediedasapartofa

healthynaturalprocess.Isayhealthyherebecausenomatterwhatyouthink

aboutthisenablingand prolongingofhuman lifeitisan unnaturaland

unhealthyprocessfortheEarthweinhabit.InthetimesofolditwastheControl

Generationthatfoughtthebattlesandwarsthatbroughtboththeprogressionof

technologyandthenaturallimitingoflife.Andbecauseforceofarmsreallywas

thevoteofthesepre-democratictimesitservedasausefulwaytocurtailthe

curtailmentofthepoweroftheoldandfrail.Theyhadtoreallythinkandfind

waystokeeptheControlGenerationonside..throughdeceitandimposed

ignorance.Democracyhassupposedlychangedthis,sothatnow,theweightof

ageisanartificiallyimposedweightinthepowerselectionprocess,itisan

imposedburdenupontheEarthweliveon.

SowhileIhavetheheadsofyouthnoddingandIt'snow knownthatI'm a

dodderingoldfooldevoidofweighttothrow intothedecisionsofanew and



futuresociety& whileIacknowledgethatitisunlikelythattheControl

Generationfeelsanynecessitytosharesomeofmywisdom ...Istillhavesome

smallstrength,enoughtopassmyknowledgeandwisdomintothewindwhereit

mayormaynotbetakenupbyyouth.

AndnowasIcometotherealpointofthisessayandbringsomeancientwisdom

toatrulymodernproblem,tostrive,toseektofindandnottoyieldasTennyson's

Ulysseshassaid.AndbecausetheonlyhopetosavetheEarthistostartwitha

truerformofdemocracyortogobacktofightingwarstheoldway,asitdoesn't

appeartomethatwehaveleftanaturaltimetoexperimentwithutopian

outcomes,thatinanycase,theelderswilldoeverythingintheirpowertoresist.

Geologicaltimeisnowdespiteourscienceandtechnology.

SoifyoucantryagainandrevisitDemocracyandexerciseyourweightwitha

littlemorefarsightedvisionandalittlemorephysicalactionthanmygeneration

has,Iwouldaskyoutoconsiderthis...

...Byallmeanslowerthevotingageandallow abiggerportionofunder

developedemotionintotheControlGeneration,becausethisunderdeveloped

emotionisalsolesscorruptandbraver.Ithasthenobilityofyouthfulidealsinit.

IthasbothmoreandlesstoloseinitsexerciseorpowerwithinaDemocracy.But

considerthisalso,shutoffthemembershiptotheControlGenerationat55years

ofage.NowIhavealotofoldheadsnodding,perhapstheyhaveevensatupright

andturnedtheireyesfromthesun,toseeastheyusedto...

Why?Becauseifyoushutofftheexerciseofpowertothosewhosemaininterest

isintheprotectionoftheirownselfinterested,narrowvisionofyourfuture,and

oftheEarthonwhichyoumustbuildyourfutureon,theywillbeentirelyreliant

onthedecisionstheymakewhenasmembersoftheControlGenerationtheystill

havesomenobilityofidealsandpurposefulemotiontoaddtothepowerthey

exercise...Beforethesystem swallowsthem upandcorruptsthem.Beforethey

havebuilttheirwealth,andassumedtheirprivilege,from theresourcesofthe

future.



"..suprainstictualsurvivalstrategiescangenerate(outofconstraints)something

probablyuniquetohumans:amoralpointofviewthat,onoccasion,cantranscend

theinterestoftheimmediategroupandeventhespecies."-AntonioDamasioon

Altruism&FreeWill.

Theywillexercisethatpowerknowingit'satemporarypowerandtherefore,

withabetterviewtothefuturebecausetheiroldagewillbereliantondecisions

theymakeasmembersoftheControlGeneration.Theywillexercisetheir

democraticdutywith agreaterdegreeofresponsibilityforashared and

enduringfuture-withabroaderandlongervisionintothefuture.Now since

everyoneinnowsittingup..andbeforethecarnagebegins,Iwouldliketoadd

thatI'm notsuggestingthatonlymembersoftheControlGenerationareableto

beelectedtopositionsoftrustwithinthisrejuvenatedDemocracy.Thewisdom

and knowledgethat-regardlessofthesupersonicspeed ofscienceand

technology-canonlybegainedthroughage,throughactuallylivinglifeisuseful

toboththepresentandtothefuture.Withoutthishistorythereisnotempering

ofthepresentwithwhichtobuildabetterandenduringfutureforall.Without

thishistory,wehavenomistakeswhoseconsequenceisknownwithwhichto

managethepresent..intheinterestofthefuture.

Soelecteldersbutcurtailtheirpowertoactinthepresent-theirpresentis

narrow despitetheirwisdom -butrememberthatthefutureofyouthisage.

EverymemberoftheControlGenerationwillsoonerorlaterbeatthemercyofa

ControlGenerationthattheyarenolongeramemberof.It'sathoughtworth

thinkingon-isitnot?

Anaddedsuggestion,thatwithloweringtheentryageto16andloweringtheage

ofactualparticipationto55yearsintheControlGenerationwealsocaptheage

whereonehumanbeingcansitinjudgementonanotherto70yearsofage.Why?

Becauseifyouarehealthyandhappyat70youdeservetobelookedafterwith

dignityandinsafety,withouttheburdenofapublicduty,andtodoasyouwish

withyourremainingyearswithoutbeingseenasaliability.And,becausethere

willbeasufficientnumberofControlGenerationerswhoarelookingdownthe

barrelofnolongerhavingdirectcontroloverthelivesofyouth,thecommon



futureandontheEarthwemustshare,andwhoshouldhaveexercisedtheir

powersresponsibly,withaneyetoboththeirimmediatefuturesandtothefuture

oftheEarth.

Andwhat'smore,thatnooneshouldsitonajurywhoismorethan10years

olderthanthepersonbeingjudged..butIwouldsuggestthattherewasapanel

ofelders-thoseintheupperageofpubliclife-whocannotcastavotebutwho

shouldbeconsultedbytheempanelledjurybeforetheirfinaldecision.Andthat

thisconsultativepanelshouldbeacceptabletotheaccused,theaccuserandthe

jury.ScienceFictionandUtopian?Perhaps,butwhereelsedoyougo?

MitchellWarrenOctober2018

*Iam 56yearsoldanddonotvote.Notthrough desirebutthrough the

circumstance,andtrick,ofpoliticaldisenfranchisement.


