


AnExcuseforAllTime.

Itappearswe'reallhappytohaveexcusesbutnotsohappytoreceive,

ortohavetogive,explanationsfortheseexcuses.

Whyisthisso?Whyindeed...HereI'dliketosaythatitappearstome

thatanexcuseisnot,andcannotbe,thesamethingasanexplanation.It

appearstome,infact,thatanexcuserequiresanexplanation.Ifit'sto

beanadequateanddignifiedresponse,thenanexcuseshouldneverbe

givenwithoutanexplanation.Andthissaystome,thatweshouldavoid

theuseofanexcusealtogetherandinstead,justgiveanexplanation.

Excuseisanegativeandexplainisapositive.Theexplanationmaynot

bequitecorrect,orinfact,itmaybeanoutrightfallacyorafantasy,it

maybegiveninignorancebutitisstillapositiveinthatitallowsthe

dignityofananswertothepersonthattheexplanationisbeinggivento.

Anexcuseisselfjustifyingandselfserving,it'slikeaslapinthefaceto

thosethathaveaskedfor,andthereforedeserveanexplanation.

Tobeaskedtoexplainistobetreatedwithrespect.Tobeaskedforan

excuseisautomaticallyaputdown,asiftheindividualaskingforsaid

excusehasalreadydecidedthatonewillhavenoadequateexplanation

fortheirquestion.That'snottosaythatanexplanationwon'tbe

consideredtobeanadequateexcuse,butitshouldbeseenasapositive

answerandnotasajustification.

Weliveinanagewhereexcusesarerife.Everyonehasanexcuse..not

todothingssomuch,asanexcusefornotdoingthings.ThisNeoLiberal

society,inthisagewithoutpassion,hasembracedsocalledreasonsnot

todothings.It'stheageofpassingthebuck.It'stheageofbuttcovering.

Alwayssomebodyelsesfaultorsomebodyelsesresponsibility.Excuses

aregivenwhereexplanationisrequired.Infact,inthisnew world,

moreoftenthannotitisanexcusethatisdesired-somethingwith

whichtocoveronesbutt,somethingthatcanbepassedon.Itappears

thataslongasyourbuttiscoveredthenalliswell..andit'snowleftto,

orpassedonto,thenexthumanasacoverfortheirs.Theproblemwith

thishoweveristhatit'sanastygameofdeceit,selfdeceitandmoral



vagrancy.Soonerorlaterthatolebuckhastostopsomewhereandit

hasahighpropensitytoboomerang.

Onceagain,Iseeitasbeingaboutvalue.Integrityisapositivevalueand

thereshouldbenoplacewherethepositivevalueofintegritycan,or

should,bedowngradedbyaselfjustifyingexcuse.Anyexcusegivenin

lueofanexplanationisautomaticallyweakandmakesafinetargetfor

thatunleashedboomerang.Whiletheexcusemaybeaccepted,itdoesn't

havethepowerofanexplanation,excusesaretemporaryflightythings

whichdissolveinexamination.Puttothetestanexcuseisveryrarely

worththeeffortittakestouseit.

It'struethatmanytimesan explanation isconsidered to bean

unsatisfactoryanswertothequeryandmuchofthetimeanexplanation

isthelastthingthatthequestionerwouldliketohear,butitdoesallow

bothpartiestheopeningtobegintheirinteregationsthroughmutual

trust,ratherthandeceit.Anexplanationcanfitthebillasanexcuse

whereasanexcusecanneversufficeasanexplanation.

SobeforeIrambleonfurtherIthinkI'dbettergivethedefinitions,of

courseasIseethem,ofthesewordsasideas.Theyarefromdictionaries,

assorteddictionaries,soperhapsadiscerningreadermayfindthatmy

boiled down definitionscontain within them an excuse formy

interpretations...

Excuse.

-topardonoroverlookafaultoroffence.Toattempttofreefromblame;

toseektoremoveblamefrom.Asareasonorapologyforerror,orto

minimiseerrororjustifyerror.Toreleaseordismissfrom obligation..

torefrainfromexactingorenforcing,tojustifyoffence,neglect,failure.

Explain.

-tomakeplainorclear,understandable.Togivemeaning,reasonfor

thecauseorpurposeof.

So,somewonderfulexcusesmuchlovedinthisBraveNewWorld?One

ofmyfavourites,"itdependsonfrom whereyouviewtheworld".One

lookatthispopularphraseandoneshouldseethatit'sdesignednotto

provideanexplanationforanything,orrather,it'sdesignedtoprovide



anexcuseforeverything.It'smuchfavouredbypoliticians,pettylaw

officersandwouldbekings...It'sasthough,whenuseduponyou,that

youmusthavehadsomefailuretogettheviewoftheirworldfromthe

placethattheymaintainyoushouldviewtheirworldfrom ..andthat

therefore,theremustbesomethingwrongwithyou.

It'saninterestingexcuse,asit'sneverquiteappreciatedinreturnto

thesameextentaswhenitisgiven.Itdoesn'tmatterthatthelastthing

intheworldyouwouldwanttodoistoview theworldfrom sucha

position,orthatitisimpossibletogettotheplacefrom wherethis

wonderfulviewisobtained...Itsaysthatsomethingaboutyourviewis

wrongandthatifyoucan'tseethat,thenthereisnopointofferinga

dignifiedexplanationandthatthisfoboffisallyoureallydeserve.It's

ourfault-thequestionersfault-aswehavenotaskedaquestionwhich

deservesanythingotherthanthisbroadnonsensicalstatement.It'sa

lightslapinthefaceforourimpertinenceanditshowscontemptforthe

explanationrequested,asthoughitsbeneathrequirement.Perhapsthis

statementshouldreallybeaboutthebenefitsofbeingabletoviewthe

worldfrom suchandsuchaplace- butthatmayleadtofurther

discussionanddebate.

I'vepracticedwiththisexcuse,notinreallifeofcourse,butasan

experiment.AyoungphilosopherIonceknew,thoughtthatitwasa

perfectlyreasonableexplanationtosomeofthegreatquestionsoflife

withintheWorldofMan.IsawitwaspopularbutI'dnotthoughtofitas

beingadequateaseitherexplanationorexcuse,andso,onebusyEaster

weekendIdecidedI'dgiveitago.NowI'machildlesshuman,forwhich

ofcourseIcangiveaperfectlygoodexplanation,andmyonlyexcuse

forbeingchildlessisluckbutI'm notadversetokids,Iactuallylike

them -I'vehadsomegreatexperiencewithkidsandbelieveitornot,I

toowasonceone...Andanotterriblywellbehavedoneatthat.

Anywaymyexperimentwiththisstatement,asexcuseandexplaination,

IheldataLakeCampoverabusylongweekend.Iarrivedearly,was

firstin-sothereforebestdressedasmydearoldMumlikestosay-and

placedmysmallcampingcontraptioninasoutofthewayspotaswas

possibleformetostillbeabletoenjoythelakeandthenativebirdlife.I

mustsayherethatI'dforgottenthatitwasalongweekendbuteven



thenmylittlecampingcontraptiontakesupnomoreroomthanalarge

coffin,andduetomygrowingupacenturyago,Istillclungontothat

oldvalueofprivacyandtomylifelongguideto"Dountoothersasyou

wouldtheydountoyou,andtolive&letlive."It'snotthatIdidn'tknow

thattherewereotherswhodidn'tviewtheworldfrom whereIviewit

from,it'sjustthatIthoughtthatitwouldbeobvioustoothers-

particularlythosewithlotsofsmallchildren-thatmyagewould

precludemefrom bothseeingtheunboundedbeautyofunfettered

birthsandtheappreciationoftheneoliberallullabiesthatapparently

aresonecessarytotheirnurture.

Withinanhourofmesettingupthecrowdsbegantorollin-nowthis

wasn'tasingularcrowd,itwasmadeupofdozensofindividualswhose

onlypurposeitseemsistomakeacrowd-it'sabigplacetheLake,lots

ofroom foralltypesofhumanwithoutanyrealnecessityofhavingto

crowdoutsomeomewho,forinstance,doesn'tappeartobe,norwishes

tobepartofthecrowd.Notso.Becauseneo-liberalismsaysthatit'snot

yourchoicewhetheryouwishtobecomepartofthecrowd-wehave

builtacrowdandyouwillbepartofit,likeitornot-thisappearstobe

therule.Ithinkitmustbecheaperthatway?Obviouslytheearly

arrivalsallspreadthemselvesoutsothattheirlittlecrowdswouldnot

havetoofferupexplanationsfortheirpositioningbutafteralittlewhile

incamethosewhoforsomeexcuseorotherhadn'tmanagedtogeton

theroadatthetimetheyknewthey'dhaveto,especiallyiftheyintended

toclaimthatgreatlittlespottheyhadlastyear,oradecadeagowiththe

Grandma'sBarronetc.Now thesepeoplecomeloadedwithexcuses.

Theyhaveanexcuseforeveryquestionorsuggestionthatismadeto

thembythoseofusthatdidn'tthinkitnecessarytocomeondownand

enjoythelakeandwildlifeloadedwithexplanationsforourenjoyment.

That'smyspot,we'vealwaysbeenhere,they'rechildrenetcetcetc.So

asmyprivacywascurtailed,asIwithdrewintomycoffin,andasmy

lightanddignifiedmusicwasoverwhelmedbytheirbeatboxes,and

once I'd finally realised,thatneo-liberalism would allow me no

reasonableexplanationtomaintainmyprivacyandpeace,Ibeganto

remembersomeexcuses.

Tobehonestitallstartedwhentheyoungfellawithhisthreewivesand

fortychildrenaskedifIcouldmovemycoffinsothathecouldputhis



awningpoleguyropeoutproperly...Protecthislittlekiddiesfrom

gettingsunburnetc.Istupidlymadeasuggestion;Isuggestedthat

beforeanothertribeofteenagersarrived,thatperhapsheshouldmove

hisencampmentoverafewmetressothatnotonlywouldhisguyrope

now playoutproperlybutmyoldcoffinwouldstillgivemealittle

privacy.Wow!Didtheshitthenhitthefan!InconsiderateoldbastardI

am!WhowasItosaythathe'snotallowedtosharethequietspotIhad

arrivedearlyenoughtoburymyselfin.Afterall,itisthespotoneofthe

GrandmaBarronsalwaysbroughthimtowhenhewasbutatwinkling..

canInotseethathe'seschewedtheuseofcontraceptives,thatoneofhis

wivescan'tmakeittothetoiletwithoutdrivingthere-every5mins,that

thisstuff,thisnoisehecallsmusic,isactuallyalotbetterthatthatstuff

ofmine,whichnoonecanhearanylongeranywayoverthebubbling

awayofoneofthemyriadnewbornbankaccountshehasintow?Geta

lifehetellsme,andtestilyknocksinhisnowshortenedguyrope.I'm

thinking...Ah,hereafellathathasn'tthoughtthathisworldmaynot

lookquitesogoodfrom thepositionI'm forced-atthismoment-to

viewitfrom.Later,whileallthebabiesareeithersleeping,ordrugged

intoastuporbythedeafeningmonotonyofhismusic,Istepoverand

askhimifhe'dmindpleaseturningtherubbishdownsothatsomeofus

oldfolk,thoseofuswhocanstillhear,canhearourselvesthink.No,it's

not10pm yethesnaps!Ithenpointout,asawayofexcuseformy

blatantinconsiderationofhisrights,thatalmostallofusoverhere,

perhapsviewthisworldfrom adifferentplacethanhedoes,thatnot

onlydowenotlikewhathimandhisthreewivescallmusicbutthatitis

toodammedloudforthisplaceweallaresharing.

Ihavejustmadeadeclarationofwar-Iknowitfromexperience-andI

knowitfromthelookinhiseyes-he'snotinterestedintheviewofthe

worldfrom whereanyoneelsemayview it,andnotonlythatbutI'd

havetobeadegeneratepaedophileforsuggestingthathe,perhaps,

shouldhavepaidabitmoreattentiontocontraceptivetheorywhenhe

wasayoungerman.(ThisisasuggestionIhadmadeearlier.)Mypoint

hereofcourse,wasthatneithertheyoungfellanorusolderfolkfound

the'alternativeview oftheworldexcuse'tobeadequate..infactit

magnifiedthehostility.

Iadmit,Ididknowthatthisexcusewasnotgoingtocutit-itneverhas-



Ialsoknewthattherewasnopossibleexplanation(otherthanthefact

thatIwasapaedophilewhodidn'tbelieveincontraception)thatwould

havebeensufficienttogetthisyoungfellatomovehisencampmenttoa

moreappropriatespot-perhapstoanotherlake...Sincethislakewasa

publicplacetobesharedbyeveryone.

The'alternativeview oftheworld'asanexcuse,orinfactasan

explanation,doesn'tseem tobeaverydignifednorintelligentone.I

thinkthatitbelongsinthesameboxas"becauseIsaidso."or"it'sfor

yourowngood."...AndIthinkthatthatboxshouldwellandtrulybe

keptshutbecauseasanexcuseforanexplanationtheyaredesignedto

createconflictwherenoconflictneedstoexist.OldJuliusSumnerMiller

mustbe'arollin'inhisgrave'.

Now anotheroneofmyfavouritenew worldexcusesis'we'reallso

busythesedays'..precededusually,byan'OhI'msosorry..'.

Lordhowtheworldhastipped,whatwithallthelaboursavingdevices

andtimesavingtechnologiesofthismodernworld,andallushumans

withsomuchlesstodo-inthegrandcollectiveschemeofthings-and

what'smore,itsanexcusethat'sproffereduponthesameoldtimescale

asinthedaysofyore.

Havetheprinciplesofprogressandhumanitychangedsomuchthatwe

havetosubjecteachothertothisclaptrap.

Thankgodwemanagedtogetalltheworldsimportantinfrastructure

builtbeforethisageofInformationandHighTechnologygaveusthe

opportunityforthissortofexcuse!It'samazinghow,nowthatallthe

worldhappensinsidelittleboxesorbubbles,thatrealitycanevenget

theacknowledgementofanexcuse.Onceagain,alas,itanexcusefornot

gettingthingsdoneandontopofthis,it'sanexcusethatisapparently

settodefendourIntegrityandHonourfornotpayinganyattentionto

ourIntegrity&Honour.

Thisexcuseiscommonlygivenwheretheuserhaseitherplainforgotten

orjustcouldn'thavebeenbothered.Theyappeartothinkthatthereis

aninherentnobilityinvolvedinbusy..thattheirbusynessisadefence

oftheirIntegrity&Honour.Itcomeswiththeslapinthefacethat,'well,

youshouldhaverealisedthatIwasgoingtobejusttoodamnedbusy'to



careaboutthingslikeIntegrityorHonour-andperhapsitwillcome

downtojustthatoneday.ButIntegrity&Honourarequitegoodideals

andtheyshouldn'tbedismissedinsuchatriffle.Especiallywhenthey

areexactlytheprincipleswhichmostofus-eventoday-getourbacks

upoverachallengeto.Mostofusfallintoanindignantrageandrequire

subsequentscrapingoffourceilingswhenchallengedoverourIntegrity

andHonour.

So,beforemydiatribebecomesanessayonIntegrity&Honour,let's

assumethatIam givingthe'busyexcuse'soIcanbuildacoupleof

examples.

Letsassumeafriendhadaskedmetomeetheratsometimeandplace,

orthatI'dbeenaskedtogetsomethingready-adocument,maybe-for

them ataparticulartime.WhenthetimeisdueandIdon'tmeetthem

ordon'thavethedocumentreadyandIofferupasanexplanation,my

excuse..'Oh,I'msosorry,I'mjustsobusythesedays.'DoIexpectthem

totakemyexcuseasanadequateexplanation?

Myexcuseisnoexplanation..soIhavealreadygiventhemalightslap

intheface.Yes,thatshouldsuffice.IwastoobusysoIjustdidn'tcome

andmeetyou-likeIsaidIwould.Yes,IwastoobusysoIjudgedthat

yourdocumentwasn'treallyasimportantasyoufeltitwas.Yes?

Wonderfullyimpotentasanexcuse.Says,wellI'vemadethejudgement

thatyourtimeandyourlifeisn'timportantenoughtoeffectmyopinion

ofmyIntegrityandofmyHonour.This'busyexcuse'says;myIntegrity

andmyHonourreallydon'tmeananythingtome;yourpettyneedsand

wantsareneverasimportantasmine;youoldfool,youjustdon't

understandtheworldanymore,thereissomuchmoregoingoninit,

andeverythingissomuchmoreimportantthaninyourtime.

Perhapswewerealazybunchofsodsforallthoseeons,butlookwhat

webuilt-andbuilttolast-withourownhandsandminds.Anditwas

ourdefence,inrealterms,ofthepreciousprinciplesofIntegrityand

Honourthatgotthem built.Notpilesoffoolsgold,wasted time,

blinkeredrosyviewpointsandprofferedexcuses.

Thebusynessexcusesaysonethingloudly,"Iam aworlduntomyself

andIdontrequireyoutooperate"-Onehopes!Onehopes...



Whyisitthatwecallprogressaworldofexcusesnottodothings?Why

issocialprogressmeasuredinrush,innothavingadequatetimefor

ourselvesletaloneforothers?

Whatisitwefearfrom explanationssomuchthatweofferupexcuses

intheirplace?

Whatwefear,methinks,isjustificationforpettyself-interest..andan

excusecanoffernojustification.Itcan'tbechallenged.Ithasnoreason

toit,notestablefactwhichcouldbedisputed.Anexcuseisanempty

thingthatcanneitherbefilled,norinfact,emptiedfurther.Excusesare

thingsthatwrapuplifeinmeaninglessdeceitandasourmodernlife

thrivesonthingsbothmeaninglessanddeceitful,anexcuseisseenasa

farmoreprofitablethingthananyexplanationthatcouldtakeitsplace.

Neo-liberalism likesanexcusemorethananexplanationbecausean

explanation stopsthebuck.Toacceptexcusesgivestheapparent

justificationthatit'sokaytoprofferoneinreturn.Excusesaredishonest.

Theyshouldnotbeaskedforandtheyshouldnotbegiven.
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